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On behalf of all library staff and dedicated volunteers, I am honored to present the 

Week installation mounted in April on the exterior of the Main Library. Known as the 

was our most popular backdrop of the year!

learn to read. These are just a few examples of the services our dedicated and experi-
enced staff offer – in the Library, outside the Library, and online.

-
ments described in this report.
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The Library Advisory Commission
library’s administration or staff. Actually, we are volunteer advocates — Oaklanders who feel a deep 

community center, education partner, and temple of information and inspiration. We also take seriously 

The public library bolsters economic security, supports children and parents, provides access to 

are made about the future of public libraries in Oakland. To add your voice, please contact us at 

 
 

 

Kathryn Sterbenc  
Chairperson

Shanthi Gonzales 
Vice Chairperson
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Special Programs,  
Events, and Exhibits
The Oakland Public Library is not a crypt-like zone of silence; it is full of life, often 

buzzing with activity. Authors read from their works, book lovers meet to chat about 

books, musicians perform, arts and crafts enthusiasts join together to learn new 

skills, gardeners exchange seeds and botanical knowledge, and clowns, bubble 

ladies, magicians and other entertainers arouse young audiences. There is always 

something going on at the Library to educate us, entertain us, raise our awareness, 

and help us better ourselves.  
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has taken root in Oakland and 
the Library has responded with 

which launched in early 2012. 

ated tremendous interest 

to open at other branches. 

Library patrons interested in 

to meet Matthew Wolpe 

of Reinventing the Chicken 
Coop. If you have noticed 
simple but stylish hen houses 

-
hood, perhaps their plans were 
hatched at this event. 

In the summer, cookbook 

talks at the Montclair and 

demonstrated creative ideas 
from her latest publication, 
I Scream Sandwich! 
appreciative library patrons 
enjoyed delicious samples.

OPL had the opportunity 
to participate in a variety of 

year. The Library contribut-
ed data to the city’s open 
data platform, and Library 
staff participated in events 

and the Oakland Answers 
Write-a-Thon. In February, 
OPL was pleased to host the 

Hackathon at the 81st Avenue 

community members to work 

city data.   

Special Programs, 
Events, and Exhibits
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on our minds in early 2013. 
As part of the build-up to the 
50th anniversary of Martin 

a columnist for The Guardian 

audience at the Main Library 

of America’s most famous 
speeches.

-
-

Library continued a tradition of 

-

awards – which The New York 
Times

nod towards Oakland’s lack of 
ivory-tower snootiness. 

David Johnson’s Visit

In June, the Main Library hosted photographer David 

Johnson and his biographer, Jacqueline Annette Sue, for 

a discussion of A Dream Begun So Long Ago. The book 

is a beautiful, large-format collection of Johnson’s black 

and white images of the Civil Rights Movement as well 

as everyday scenes from San Francisco’s bustling Fillmore 

District in the 1940s and ’50s. Johnson, who was Ansel 

Adams’ first African American student, is in his 80s now, 

and clearly enjoying the renewed interest in his work. 

MORE  ONL INE

Find out more at  
www.davidsjohnson 
photography.com
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by six accomplished local poets followed by an open mic session.  

Local history, always the topic of the day in the Main Library’s 
beloved Oakland History Room, made its way into the discussion at 

Special Programs, 
Events, and Exhibits

a bevy of self-help and personal 
improvement issues by offer-

-

workshops. 

sanders, and other tools, but 
every now and then what you 

-
-

 

to AAMLO in March – you 

always remember her for  
 

the Library. 

The Waters of Oakland 

A highlight of the Oakland History Room’s steady stream of offerings was 

a thoughtful exhibit, “The Waters of Oakland.” The exhibit gave a detailed 

overview of how the city’s network of streams and Lake Merritt’s shifting shores 

originally looked, before they were tamed and concealed by concrete and 

culverts. The exhibit dovetailed nicely with the completion of the Measure 

DD–funded 12th Street Reconstruction Project, which brought about dramatic 

improvements to Lake Merritt’s south shore and the estuary feeding into it. 

Local historian  
Dennis Evanosky
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Services for  
Children
Storytimes, afterschool art, Lego construction, Summer Reading, 

free lunches, gardening projects, holiday festivities, multicultural 

performances… these are just some of the ways OPL’s Children’s 

Services Department creates a lively, stimulating, and educational 

atmosphere that keeps kids returning to the Library. Literacy is a big 

part of it, but kids have all kinds of needs and the Library addresses 

them in a variety of ways.
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and library use while school 

months, was as popular as 
ever in 2013. Over 9,000 

in previous years. Fun and 

(an iPad and a coveted annual 

thanks to support from the 
Friends of the Oakland Public 

funders. 

style. The event attracted kids 

bike theme and the mobility it 

third year at the Library in 

been so successful, a number 
of other library systems in 

8,500 lunches were served 
at 11 Library locations in the 
summer of 2013. 

Room, in partnership with 

workshops for children and 
their families. The project was 

of Museum and Library 

Librarian. Topics included 

turned to summer, patrons of 

books was added to the 

in April 2013, the east face 
of the Main Library was 

installation. It became known 

look revealed, the letters were 
formed by hundreds of little 

out Oakland.

Services for  
Children

In an unusual spin, the West 

bike ride, bicycle repair 
workshops, and crafts led 

Team, who showed kids how 
to decorate their spokes in 

Summer Reading 2013  
iPad winner
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Waiting Room Outreach

-

-

Thanks to partnerships with educational and cultural institu-

-

KALW FM 91.7 covered  
this story, listen online at  
www.oaklandlibrary.org/WaitingRoom 

L I S T EN  ONL INE

Children’s Librarians Amy Martin and Laurie 

Willhalm participated in a new program, 

“Read While You Wait,” at Alameda County 

Social Services Agency waiting rooms. They 

had captive audiences – kids who would 

otherwise have been bored stiff greatly 

appreciated having a story read to them.

http://kalw.org/post/dance-library-why-not
http://kalw.org/post/dance-library-why-not
www.oaklandlibrary.org/WaitingRoom
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/WaitingRoom
www.oaklandlibrary.org/WaitingRoom
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-
ble that displays the vibrant music and dance of West Africa. 

one day!

Services for  
Children

were celebrated at ten loca-

performances by Germar the 

The Oakland Public Library’s 

-

in partnership with outside 

In April and May, OPL joined 

variety of classes for parents of 
-

tions. The courses included 
topics such as child-parent 

Oakland Reads 2020
An initiative of the Oakland Literacy Coalition, 
Oakland Reads 2020 is building a network 
of people and organizations aiming to double 
the percentage of Oakland students reading 
successfully by the end of third grade, by 
mobilizing the community to take action around 
four pillars of reading success: Kindergarten 
Readiness, School Attendance/Chronic Absence, 
Summer Learning, and Family Engagement. 

MORE  ONL INE
Find out more online at  
www.oaklandreads.org

A partnership of the City of Oakland, the 
Oakland Unified School District, and nearly 
100 Oakland funders, nonprofit partners, 

private companies and community leaders and organizations, Oakland 
Reads 2020 kicked off in June with a Symposium at the Oakland Marriott 
City Center. The Library actively participates on the Steering and Coordinating 
Committees of the initiative, and ensures that our many core services for 
children and families—such as Summer Reading, Storytimes, and Playtimes—
directly address the goals of the campaign. 

www.oaklandreads.org
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Services for 
Teens
Literacy continues to be an area of development for teens, but many young 

adults have an emerging need for self-expression, and still others are learning 

to channel their social skills in ways that contribute to the community. The 

Library’s numerous TeenZones provide young people with places to learn, refine 

their skills, and link up with one another. Through a variety of collaborations 

with educational institutions and youth organizations, the Library is reaching a 

greater number of young people than ever before. 



12   Oakland Public Library

author Rita Williams-Garcia, who 
read from her book, One Crazy 
Summer, about three sisters who 
spent a summer in West Oakland 

undocumented families, with an 

personal experiences. 

accessible to all. 

 

Services for  
Teens

Youth Poet Laureate 
Obasi Davis
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-

were enticed to visit cul-

-
ical sites that are accessible 
by public transit. 

Library TeenZone welcomed 
The 

Hip-Hop Generation Fights 
Back, a constructive take on 

by a panel of youth activists, 

interested teen patrons for 
what turned out to be a heady 
discussion. 

-A Talented and Helpful Teen

Fifteen-year-old Ariela Estrada learned a dance 

exercise called Zumba in order to improve her 

own physical fitness. It worked so well for her, 

she began to teach others how to benefit from 

this fun and social form of exercise at 81st 

Avenue Branch.

KALW FM 91.7 covered  
Ariela’s story, listen online at  
www.oaklandlibrary.org/ZumbaTeen

L I S T EN  ONL INE

http://kalw.org/post/dance-library-why-not
http://kalw.org/post/dance-library-why-not
www.oaklandlibrary.org/ZumbaTeen
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/ZumbaTeen
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/ZumbaTeen
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/ZumbaTeen
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Site Improvements  
and Expanding Services
After more than 80 years at its 41st Street location, Piedmont Avenue Branch 

moved into its new location in November 2012. The branch is now ensconced in 

a temporary structure at 80 Echo Avenue, on the grounds of the Piedmont Avenue 

Elementary School. The move went remarkably smoothly, and in fact involved a bit 

of fun when volunteers helped move books to the new branch in a procession of 

wheel barrows, as part of the Piedmont Avenue Halloween Parade. The Piedmont 

Avenue Branch will stay put for at least a few years, but the long-term goal is to 

establish a permanent home in the neighborhood.
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-

communications cables, more computers, and some cosmetic 
-

cials, and staff joined for a celebration that featured family-friendly 
entertainment. 

-

-

number of patrons discovered this service. The OPL collection 

and Russian. In a two-year period, e-book and online audiobook 
checkouts have increased nearly four-fold – from 2,216 checkouts 

resources that maintain their relevance when they are available 

from other library systems available to OPL patrons, was intro-

7,000 items from other libraries, and in turn library users elsewhere 
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Staff 
Achievements
In June, at a ceremony at the Fox Theater, the Library was honored to receive 

the 2013 Oakland Youth-Friendly Business Award for a Government Agency. 

The award was granted by the Oakland Youth-Friendly Business Network, 

an organization that promotes and recognizes the generous businesses and 

individuals who provide workplace mentoring, meaningful work, and essential 

life skills to youth. Teen Outreach Librarian Amy Sonnie accepted this award on 

behalf of her colleagues in the Teen Services Department.  

 
in the visual arts, plus an event featuring performing arts – singing, poetry, a fashion runway 
show, and comedy  – and a craft market that attracted a huge, enthusiastic crowd.
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-

-

from across the country to participate in 

-
ture, and have an opportunity to serve the 
profession in a leadership capacity. 

The Oakland History Room is the best place to brush up 
on local history.

multimedia treats to offer up local teens, this Pinterest account 

award’s landmark anniversary celebration. 

make a difference in their communities. The site launched in  
May 2013. 

-

The East Bay “Best” List

MORE  ONL INE
Read OPL’s accolades:  
www.oaklandlibrary.org/OHRBestOf 
www oaklandlibrary.org/SummerLunchBestOf

The Library received accolades in the East Bay 

Express’ 2013 “Best of the East Bay” edition, 

being singled out twice, for “Best Place to Brush 

Up on Local History” (for the Oakland History 

Room) and “Best Use of the Library” (for the Free 

Summer Lunch program).

Read more about the ALA  
Emerging Leaders program at  
www.oaklandlibrary.org/EmergingLeaders 

MORE  ONL INE

Read Sharon’s columns at  
www.oaklandlibrary.org/OaklandLocal 

MORE  ONL INE

www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/OHRBestOf
www.oaklandlibrary.org/OHRBestOf
http://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/best-place-to-brush-up-on-local-history/BestOf?oid=3653819
http://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/best-place-to-brush-up-on-local-history/BestOf?oid=3653819
http://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/best-use-of-the-library/BestOf?oid=3653834
www.oaklandlibrary.org/EmergingLeaders
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/EmergingLeaders
www.oaklandlibrary.org/EmergingLeaders
www.oaklandlibrary.org/OaklandLocal
www.oaklandpubliclibrary.org/OaklandLocal
www.oaklandlibrary.org/OaklandLocal
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One key source of revenue for the Library comes from the 

to raise funds for OPL, and hopefully many more decades to come! 

special sale events. 

similar support at 14 branches 
and the Oakland History Room 

Golden Gate branch, Martha 
Reeves’ appearance at AAMLO, 
and the Piedmont Avenue 
Halloween Parade (in which 
books were hauled in wheel 
barrows to the branch’s new 

-

efforts and expand the volunteer base.

Thanks in part to volunteer information sessions conducted in 

Get Involved! Initiative.

coordinators at various locations, and Farmers Market outreach 
representatives.

-

career-related advice. 

Also in early 2013, the Main 
-

and created plans to make the 

after nearly two decades and 
enjoyed another very productive year, with 61 volunteers offer-

one with adult learners. 

Recognition of Friends  
and Volunteers
Support from members of the public – who generously contribute their time, 

skills, and money – continually grows at the Oakland Public Library. 

 
 

collections, and more.
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Financial Summary 
2012–13

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE

General Purpose Fund* 39.29%

59.48%

0.54%

Trust Fund and Other 0.69%

TOTAL 100%

 

EXPENDITURES BY CATEGORY

Personnel 74.27%

Operations and Maintenance 18.34%

7.39%

TOTAL 100%

AVERAGE COST PER CAPITA: $54.26**

 
*Includes Library Services fees paid by Piedmont ($350,471) and Emeryville ($120,000) 
**Cost per capita based on a population of 420,484

Statistical Highlights
USE

COLLECTIONS

PERSONNEL

Annual Volunteer Hours: 22,955
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ORGANIZATIONS

Workers

Kenneth Rainin Foundation
Leave a Little Room Foundation
Matson Foundation

Philanthropic Ventures Foundation

Foundation
Raymond Family Foundation

The Kline Family Foundation

William G. Gilmore Foundation

STATE & FEDERAL GRANTS
 

INDIVIDUALS

2012–13 Supporters
The Oakland Public Library thanks and 

acknowledges the following supporters who 

made donations to the Library between July 1, 

2012 and June 30, 2013. We also appreciate 

the hundreds of donors who support the Library 

through the Friends groups listed below.

FRIENDS
Friends of the African American 

Friends of the Asian Library

Friends of Golden Gate Library
Friends of Lakeview Library
Friends of Melrose Library
Friends of Montclair Library
Friends of the Oakland History Room
Friends of the Oakland Public Library

TRIBUTES
 

from May Arndt
 

 

 
from  

 
 

 
 

 

 
from  

 
 

 
 

 
Wendy Alfsen 

 
 

 

 

 
from  

 

 
from  
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PUBLIC SERVICES TEAM

 
Librarian, Main Library

F R E E                   w w w . o a k l a n d l i b r a r y . o r g

LIBRARY LOCATIONS
Main Library 

African American Museum and 
Library at Oakland (AAMLO) 

Second Start Adult Literacy 
Program 

81st Avenue Branch Library  
1021 81st Avenue

Asian Branch Library 
 

Brookfield Branch Library 

César E. Chávez Branch Library 

Dimond Branch Library 
3565 Fruitvale Avenue

Eastmont Branch Library 
 

Elmhurst Branch Library 
1427 88th Avenue

Golden Gate Branch Library 

Lakeview Branch Library 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Branch Library 

Melrose Branch Library 

Montclair Branch Library 

Piedmont Avenue Branch Library 

Rockridge Branch Library 

Temescal Branch Library 

Tool Lending Library 

West Oakland Branch Library 

Oakland Public Library

Your Library

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
 

 

 

Gene Tom 

Winifred Walters 

 

 

Rick Moss 
CREDITS

 

 
Randall Homan, Gestalt Graphics

 
 

 

 

 

FRIENDS OF THE OAKLAND 
PUBLIC LIBRARY (FOPL)  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
2012–13

Ronile Lahti

Winifred Walters

LIBRARY ADVISORY 
COMMISSION  
2012–13

Muhammad M. Alabi

April Harper

Tom Manley

Andrew Racle

Linda White-Taylor

http://www.oaklandlibrary.org


 
Your 

Library
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