
It’s a blessing to be part of a program where young voices are truly heard, 
where youth opinions matter, where we are encouraged to represent our 
city and build on our art in the process.

- Nadia Elbgal, 2022 Oakland Youth Poet Laureate

Finalists will be selected by a panel of 
judges in February and all applicants will be 

told if they are Finalists in March.

Questions?     510-761-7636    oypl@oaklandlibrary.org

oaklandlibrary.org/youthpoets
Funding for the scholarship and prizes is generously provided

 by the Friends of the Oakland Public Library.  

ALL FINALISTS ARE INVITED TO:  
• perform before various Oakland audiences;

• represent your city;

• inspire other young poets;

• and receive creative support from peers 

and mentors.

  

Eligibility:  
• age 13-18 

• live in Oakland, CA

Each Finalist will receive a $500 prize. 

All applicants will be invited to join the 
Oakland Youth Poet Laureate community

The Laureate will also receive a $5,000 scholarship. 

Applications are open 
Jan 6-Feb 6, 2023.


